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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT MARVIN KALB, CBS RADIO, EIRST LINE 
REPORT, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18 TITLED "A CONCUSSION BOMB THAT 
BOMBED OUT. " 

2. IT COULD PROBABLY BE ARGUED THAT IN THE BIG SCHEME OF 
THINGS IN THE MIDDLE EAST ONE BOMB MORE OR LESS MAKES 
LITTLE DIFFERENCE. BUT THIS BOMB, CALLED THE CBU-72, IS 

A PARTICULARLY DREADFUL INSTRUMENT OE WAR. WHEN DROPPED 
AND DETONATED ABOVE GROUND, IT CAN LITERALLY DESTROY 
BUNKERS, AIRPLANE HANGERS AND PROTECTION, AND OF COURSE, 

ANYONE WHO HAPPENS TO BE NEARBY. SIMILAR BOMBS WERE 
DROPPED BY THE UNITED STATES ALL OVER INDOCHINA. 
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3. LAST YEAR, THE U.S. AND ISRAEL DISCUSSED THE POSSI- 
BILITY OP ISRAEL BUYING THE CBU-72. THE PENTAGON MAIN- 
TAINS THAT NO FOREIGN GOVERNMENT HAD EVER BEEN ALLOWED TO 
BUY THAT BOMB. THE PENTAGON, ALWAYS CONCERNED ABOUT 
DEPLETED INVENTORIES-IMAGINED OR REAL- WAS RELUCTANT TO 
SELL THE CBU TO ISRAEL OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY. THE STATE 
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DEPARTMENT OPPOSED THE SALE, TOO, TEARING THAT IT MIGHT 

UPSET THE PROSPECTS OE PEACE TALKS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

BUT EORMER PRESIDENT EORD, ENCOURAGED BY FORMER SECRETARY 
OE STATE KISSINGER, DECIDED TO GO AHEAD WITH THE SALE 
ANYWAY. IT WAS SAID AT THE TIME THAT EORD WAS MOTIVATED 
BY POLITICAL EACTORS, THAT THE ELECTION WAS A EEW WEEKS 
AWAY AND HE WANTED TO ATTRACT JEWISH VOTERS, AND THAT 
KISSINGER WAS MOTIVATED BY A DESIRE TO BUILD UP ISRAELI 
MILITARY MIGHT SO THAT, EIRST, ISRAELI LEADERS WOULD 
EEEL MORE CONEIDENT ABOUT MAKING TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS, 
AND SECOND, ARAB LEADERS WOULD THINK TWICE ABOUT REPEAT- 
ING A SURPRISE ASSAULT AGAINST ISRAEL. ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER, A PRESIDENTIAL COMMITMENT WAS MADE. ISRAEL TOOK 
IT SERIOUSLY, AND EULLY EXPECTED THE SALE TO GO EORWARD. 

4. DURING THE INTERREGNUM BETWEEN ONE ADMINISTRATION AND 
ANOTHER, ISRAELIS WERE GIVEN THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION 

THAT THE NEW PRESIDENT WOULD HONOR THE COMMITMENTS OE THE 
OUTGOING ONE, THAT AMERICA'S WORD DID NOT DEPEND UPON 
INCUMBENCY, BUT UPON VALUES OF MORE LASTING DURATION. 

BUT SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, THE STATE DEPARTMENT REVIEWED ITS 
OPTIONS, AND DECIDED THAT IT COULD TAKE ANOTHER CRACK 
AT THE CONCUSSION BOMB SALE TO ISRAEL, OPERATING ON THE 
ASSUMPTION THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD PLEDGED HIMSELE TO 
CUTTING DOWN GENERALLY ON ALL ARMS SALES, AND WHATEVER 
ITS POLITICAL MERITS, HERE WAS ONE THAT COULD AND SHOULD 
BE CANCELLED, THE EORD COMMITMENT NOTWITHSTANDING. 
SECRETARY VANCE WAS PERSUADED OE THE DEPARTMENT'S LOGIC, 
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AND THEN, THE PRESIDENT, TOO. HIS DECISION, IT SAID, 

WAS MADE A EEW DAYS AGO, AND IT WAS COMMUNICATED TO THE 
ISRAELIS BY SECRETARY VANCE DURING HIS VISIT TO JERUSALEM 
THIS WEEK. THE WHITE HOUSE MADE IT PUBLIC YESTERDAY, 
EXPLAINING THAT, IN ITS JUDGMENT, THIS WEAPON IS NOT 
NECESSARY EOR ISRAELI SECURITY, THAT IT WILL NOT BE SOLD 
TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY EITHER, AND THAT IT MAY EVEN BE 
ELIMINATED EROM THE AMERICAN MILITARY ARSENAL. 

5. THE WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN, JODY POWELL, SAID THAT 
THIS ADMINISTRATION IS INTERESTED IN THE GREATEST DEGREE 
OE CONTINUITY IN EOREIGN POLICY THAT IS POSSIBLE. BUT 
THAT DID NOT MEAN IT COULD NOT CHANGE ITS MIND ABOUT 
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS. LOGICALLY, THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT 
THIS IS TRUE. IT MAKES PEREECT POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC 
SENSE. BUT THIS DECISION TOOK PLACE AGAINST THE BACK- 
DROP OP TWO EACTORS: EIRST, THE SECRETARY'S TRIP TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST- VANCE WAS PUT IN THE POSITION OP HAVING TO 
BREAK THE BAD NEWS TO THE ISRAELIS AT THE SAME TIME AS HE 
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THEN BENEFITED FROM HAVING THE WHITE HOUSE BREAK THE NEWS 
ON HIS ARRIVAL IN EGYPT; SECOND, IN ANY PEACE SETTLEMENT, 

THE CRUCIAL ELEMENT FOR ISRAELI POLITICIANS IS SECURITY, 

AND ISRAELIS BASE THEIR JUDGMENT OF SECURITY LARGELY ON 
AMERICA'S WORD. WILL IT BE HONORED, OR WILL IT BE 
FINESSED? (END TEXT.) 
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